PAST CONTINUOUS
structure



I, he, she, it

was


working

+

you, we, they 

were


working



I, he, she, it

wasn’t / was not
working

- 

you, we, they

weren’t / were not 
working



Was 


I, he, she, it

working?

?

Were


you, we, they

working?

Where 

were/was

you/he


working?

use 

1) actions in progress at a particular moment in the past  
- I couldn’t call you at seven. I was working.

2) actions in progress around a particular moment in the past 
- At the turn of the twentieth century, scientist were making many discoveries in physics. 

3) temporary situations in the past 

- At the time, I was teaching English. 

4) changing and developing situations in the past 

- I was getting frustrated. 

5) annoying or amusing past habits (with always, constantly, forever...)

- She was always borrowing my things. 

6) background information in a story (for the main events we use past simple)
- It was raining outside and people were wearing coats. 

7) actions in progress over a period of time 

- I was tidying all yesterday morning. 

8) two actions in progress at the same time 

- While/When I was cooking, my mum was baking. 

9) a past situation or action which was in progress when another action (in the past simple) occurred, conjunctions – when, while, as 
- I was having breakfast when you came. 

10) after wish, it’s time, would rather 
- I wish we were travelling to London instead of Madrid. 
11) in the second conditional 

- Would you be happier if you were studying something else?
PAST PERFECT SIMPLE

structure



I



seen/started (-ed/3rd column.)

+

he, she, it

had


seen/started



you, we, they 




seen/started



I 



seen/started

- 

he, she, it

hadn’t


seen/started



you, we, they



seen/started



Had
I


seen/started?

?

Has 
he, she, it

seen/started?



Have
you, we, they

seen/started?

What 

have/has

you/he


seen?


use

1) situations and states before the past 

- I had had my car for two years before it broke down. 

2) completed actions before a moment in the past 

- When I came home, I realized that I had left my wallet at home. 

3) completed actions where the important thing is the result at a moment in the past 

- I beat him because I had practised a lot. 
4) after that/it was the first/second… time
- It was the second time we had been abroad. 

5) after it was two years/months…/a long time since…

- It was a long time since she had last seen her old school friend.

6) when we mention the number of times 

- I had called you five time before you answered. 

7) with before, by the time, already
- the past simple can be used in cases when the order of events is clear (usually with after, before, as soon as, when, once): I had a cup of coffee after I got home. 

- with before + past perfect the action in the past simple happens first: I left university before I had finished the course I was taking. 

- we can use this pattern for a past action which prevented a later action from happening: She sacked him before he had had a chance to explain his behaviour. 

PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS
structure



I

  


been 
waiting for two hours.

+

he, she, it


had

been 
waiting for two hours.



you, we, they 



been 
waiting for two hours.



I 
                        

been 
waiting for two hours.

-

he, she, it


hadn’t

been 
waiting for two hours.



you, we, they               

been 
waiting for two hours.





I


been 
waiting for two hours?

?

Had              

he, she, it

been 
waiting for two hours?



 
  you, we, they

been 
waiting for two hours?

Why

had

you/he


been 
waiting for two hours?

use 
1) actions and situations continuing up to a moment in the past (or just before the moment in the past)

- She had been writing novels for over ten years before she started to write poems. 

2) to emphasise the duration of the activity 

- He had been working on his last novel for ten years when he finally finished it. 

3) to focus on the repetition of a situation or activity (not expressed by a number – then simple)

- Someone had been calling before you came. 
4) to refer to an action which was still ongoing (prebiehajúca) at the time of the statement

- The leaves had been falling from the trees and the ground was very slippery (klzký). 

5) with since, for 

